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Last month's Labelexpo
Europe 2005 attracted
almost 500 exhibitors and
23,000 visitors (up 15 per
cent from the previous
show in 2003) from 110
countries.

Last month's Labelexpo
Europe 2005 attracted
almost 500 exhibitors and
23,000 visitors (up 15 per
cent from the previous
show in 2003) from 110
countries. Those visitors
included large delegations
from Australia, Brazil,
China, India, Japan,
Russia, South Africa,
Turkey and the Middle
East, according to the
show's organiser.
Estimates of the value of
label printing machines
sold at the show were said
by the organiser to exceed
350 million Euros.

Nilpeter was reported to have sold 42 presses,
whilst Mark Andy sold 30 machines, Gallus did
deals on 20, whilst Labelmen sold 22 machines and
HP Indigo sold 17.

Smart labels were a major highlight of the show
with a Smart Labels Pavilion and a dedicated smart
labels seminar day.

The pavilion attracted a large number of visitors
all interested in connecting with suppliers of RFID
and other smart technologies.

The seminar day, which was completely sold out,
comprised of sessions covering the demand for
'smarter' products, inlcuding smart labels and RFID
in practice and the opportunities available in smart
labels.

In addition, a four-hour master class was run by
Mike Fairley that provided a guide for smart label
designers, label converters and users on how to
manufacture, convert and supply RFID and smart
labels to customers.

The seminars, organised in association with
FINAT, were very well attended with subjects cover-
ing global trends in the labelling industry and the
labels industry in emerging markets.

Thomas Rohweder, from
Raflatac, gave the opening
keynote address on advances
and trends in paper, film, VIP
and RFID.

In conjunction with 4-
Impressions, for the first time
master classes were also
organised for brand owners
and end-users.

Roger Pellow, Labelexpo's
managing director, said:
'Labelexpo Europe 2005 deliv-
ered exactly what we had prom-
ised - more visitors than ever
before, from a wider range of
countries than ever before and
more exhibitors than before.

The sow provided more
opportunities to learn about
what's hot in the industry, espe-
cially RFID and smart labels
and, of course, the best oppor-
tunity there is in the industry to
do business and network.

We are very pleased with the
way the show went and we are already looking for-
ward to Labelexpo Europe 2007, for which we
already have 80 per cent of the show sold out.' He
added: 'The label business is healthy and growing
steadily, as the show demonstrated last week and
we at Labelexpo are constantly working with the
industry to further develop that growth in key areas
and in strategic emerging markets.

Our global series of summits in India, Japan, Latin
America, South East Asia have worked to advance
the industry in those regions and also to encourage
attendance at our three key shows in Europe,
America and China.

Numerous alliances have been formed between
label printers and converters following our summits
in the emerging markets and, excitingly, we have
received news that an alliance between a Mexican
and a Spanish printer resulted in a machine sale at
the show in Europe.
By progressing and developing our events across
the globe and by keeping close to our market,
Labelexpo will continue to grow alongside, and with,
the labels industry.'
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Bonfiglioli Engineering's
KBA series has been
used for leak testing of
empty aerosol cans. This
series has been on the
market for a number of
years testing aerosol
cans at high sensitivity
levels and at any line
speed. This series
includes special features
such as an autotest self check feature with calibrated
leakers, testing pressure up to 15 bar, low energy con-
sumption, up to 48 testing heads, practically mainte-
nance free, computerised data acquisition and
machine control systems.

Through continuous Research and Development
and also the experience gained over a large num-
ber of reference worldwide, Bonfiglioli Engineering's
KBA series has built its reputation as being the
benchmark for leak testing of empty aerosol cans.
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Bonfiglioli Engineering's RLD-400 Series is used for
leak testing of filled aerosol cans. Having the can
maker testing with our KBA series, the latest modi-
fication in the United Standard
UN/SCETDG/25/INF:93 makes way to the RLD-400
testing technology as a better alternative replacing
the hot water bath test.

�3:ABB

- Dry up the aerosol cans after the water bath?
- Have a labour intensive process and high energy
consumption?
- Waste tank full of water when cans burst and con-
taminate the water?
- Risk that the aerosol can could get rusty?
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- Achieve higher testing sensitivity at any line speed
- Quality assurance and traceability
- Low maintenance costs making the machine cost-
effective

Bonfiglioli Engineering has been in the industry for
the past 30 years specialising in leak testing for the
Plastic, Metal and Pharmaceutical fields. Bonfiglioli
are continuously working on new ideas and develop-
ments to mantain its position as leader in this sector.
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Metso Paper and Metso Automation will supply a
board machine designed for the manufacture of
high quality recycled packaging grades to Tonic
Emballage Sarl in Bou-Ismail, Algeria. The new 24
million EUR PM2 was scheduled to start up in mid
2005.

The 3.0-meter wide machine will be supplied from
Metso units in Finland, Italy and France and will
consist of proven board making technology as well
as new Metso technological concepts for packaging
grades. It will have a design speed of 900 m/min
and will produce two-ply fluting, test liner, white top
test liner (WTTL) in basis weight ranges of 80 - 180
g/m².

Metso's delivery scope includes new short circu-
lation system, a two-ply fourdrinier wet end, SymFlo
dilution headbox for the bottom ply, SymPress
Combi, a Size Press, calender, Valreel, and Metso
Automation DNA for the line and for the drives.

Tonic Emballage, located in the Algiers area, is
one of the largest producers of paper and board
products in Algeria. In 2003 the group ordered a
new tissue machine from Metso Paper which is
under construction in the same area. They are now
going forward with their investment program with
the acquisition of the new PM2 line from Metso
Paper.
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Kliklok Woodman has won a record number of
orders over the past few weeks for their 'wrap-
around' cartoning machines, for a variety of different
products - pots, bowls & trays, in singles & multi-
packs.

The trend towards wraparound sleeving of ready
meals, dairy pots & other prepared foods has been
welcomed by Kliklok as
the perfect opportunity to
showcase their Certiwrap
machines - the C80 capa-
ble of up to 80 sleeves per
minute, and the C150,
which as the name sug-
gests runs up to 150 per
minute.

Over the coming weeks,
the company will be
despatching six of these
machines to various cus-
tomers throughout
Europe.

Later this month Kliklok
will be installing a C150
sleever at Rachel's Dairy,
in Aberystwyth.  This pro-
ducer of premium organic
products continues to
break new ground with the
striking black sleeve
designs for their 4-pack
yogurts  in 2 different
sizes, with special 'kick-in' feature in the sleeve to
retain the pots within the wrap. 

Operations Director David Underdown said: "The
purchase of Kliklok's C150 machine is the first step
for Rachels Dairy towards cartoning automation
and will enable us to cater for the huge growth in
demand for our organic yogurts"

A similar application is about to be installed at
Premier Foods in Lifton, Devon, for the sleeving of
4 pack erca-style pots of custard under the
'Ambrosia' brand name.  As with Rachel's Dairy,
Premier Foods chose to have a special 'kick-in' fea-
ture to secure the pack of pots inside the wrap.   

In addition, a Swedish producer of ready meals &
convenience foods is about to install a Kliklok C80
sleeving machine to wrap oval and round C-PET
bowls.  These plastic bowls have 'ears' which pro-
trude through cut-outs in the side of the sleeve, spe-
cially designed by A & R Cartons.  

The main benefits of the C80 include stainless
steel construction, compact footprint and positive
control throughout the sleeving process.

Another 'wraparound' success story for Kliklok is a
repeat order from Park Cakes in Oldham, part of the
Northern Foods Group, for a 2nd C150 machine to
pack individual desserts.  This is in addition to the

first Certiwrap line installed for the company last
year, to sleeve individual crumbles and puddings for
Marks & Spencer.

Kliklok designed & developed the Certiwrap range
to meet the demands and innovations in packaging
design, particularly with the growth of the ready meal
and dairy product market.  So to compliment the
success of this equipment, Kliklok Woodman have
developed a unique product handling unit to inte-
grate with either the C150 or the C80 - an automat-
ic BOWL ORIENTATION SYSTEM, for which a
patent is pending.  This system can orientate
shaped bowls that were previously thought impossi-
ble to handle. This allows Kliklok Woodman to offer
a fully automatic handling, orientating & sleeving
solution for the prepared food industry.
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ceived to  make
label converting
fast and reliable,
as well as highly
versatile. The
press can actually
print a wide range
of materials, from
17 micron film to
400g cardboard
for light packag-
ing, including all
plastic materials
and aluminium (all
material are sub-
ject to testing
before being
approved). 

To add more
edge to its versa-
tility, a cassette
system was
devised, so that

offset be promptly replaced with letterpress, flexo
printing and hot foil stamping cassettes. The press
can be configured for conventional water offset and
TORAY water offset, which are full interchangeable
and retrofittable and can be used in combination in
the same press. This system also minimizes set-up
costs and waste, in that the web need not be broken
in the process of changing the cassette. In addition
to this, a highly precise register control given by the
servo motors placed on each unit maximizes pro-
ductivity reaching a maximum speed of 150 m/min.
The entire printing process, including ink feeding, is
controlled by a main board, through the servo sys-
tem, allowing the operator to follow in detail the
ongoing production. Galileo suits a vast spectre of
label printers, who are able to choose from a range
of web widths the size more suitable to their appli-
cation.  

As if to underline the future success of these new
impressive presses, both Galileo and SERIGON 350
were sold before LabelExpo 2005 and should be
delivered shortly after its end, giving FRANCHINI&C
a span of time to carry out all the demos that have
been requested by interested customers. LabelExpo
only confirmed this promising trend, resulting in 6
done deals at an international level.
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intricate shapes can be die cut as well as standard
frame lines, without additional costs and/or invest-
ments. This new system reduces time and material
waste to an absolute minimum: as long as it takes
to change a magnetic plate and an absolute mini-
mum optimal gap. SERIGON 350 can be also
linked to the net through an in-built modem which
provides online diagnostics and direct contact with
the producer.

Keeping up their reputation for flexible, inventive
and creative solution finders, FRANCHINI&C have
also launched Galileo,  the first ever Italian full
rotary offset press for labels. Relying on their exten-
sive knowledge of label printing and converting, and
making full use of their partners Nuova Castagnoli's
skill in offset press building, which they have begun
producing in the 1920s for form press, FRANCHI-
NI&C introduced Galileo as a viable alternative to
other market leaders as far as rotary offset is con-
cerned. 

Galileo's structure is fully modular, as sturdy and
reliable as all products marketed by FRANCHI-
NI&C. Equipped with a long list of optional modules
(hot and cold foil stamping, variable data, UV flexo
varnish, rotary silk screen modules, and others), the
press can be configured according to production
immediate requirements and can be later cus-
tomized for new job applications. Galileo was con-
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FRANCHINI&C announces the successful launch at
LabelExpo 2005 of two brand new state-of-the-arts
printing presses, designed and built entirely by the
renowned Italian manufacturer. The European
Label event turned out to be the hottest scene for
this daring launch, with 500 visitors attending
FRANCHINI&C's stand in just over three days. The
30-year-old silk-screen press manufacturer re-
affirms its presence on the label market with a new
ground-breaking silk-screen press model
SERIGON 350, featuring the latest technology and
best designs of prime Italian engineering.
SERIGON 350 is the first ever silk screen machine
in the world featuring such a complex high-technol-
ogy structure.

SERIGON 350 follows in the long-standing
FRANCHINI&C tradition of solid, reliable, modular
presses, which have dominated the world market
for over 30 years now. Many grateful customers
would happily vouch for any FRANCHINI&C prod-
uct's long life expectation and minimal error proba-
bility. SERIGON 350 has been devised as  an
upgrade to standard FRAN-
CHINI&C presses by adding
and configuring the entire
electronic system with servo
motors. An user-friendly
touch screen slide-along con-
trol panel interfaces the
machine with the operator,
who can effortlessly inspect
production and change
parameters during the
machine's run. At the core of
this new marvel lies a double
feeding system, which allows
the complete control of all
web tensions and move-
ments, whereby ensuring
highest production levels for
results of the most prestigious
quality. 

The new design also reduced the machine size,
still maintaining its structural solidity and stability,
creating a product that will mean an incredible and
long-lasting burst in production and quality improve-
ments for many screen printers in the future.
SERIGON 350 brings together old and new, inte-
grating a wide choice of modules and applications,
(such as hot foil stamping, embossing, flat bed die
cutting, lamination and many others) with a revolu-
tionary innovation: the universal format  magnetic
rotary die (patent pending) and rotary hot foil stamp-
ing (patent pending). According to the manufactur-
er's strict production rules, this station was designed
and build entirely by FRANCHINI&C engineers, who
combined the two major benefits of rotary and semi-
rotary die cutting. In fact the web does not move
back and forth to reset for the next row of label,
more simply the cylinder re-adjusts itself to com-
pensate for the gap. The cylinder die cuts the entire
printable area, thus ensuring that no cylinder
change will ever be needed! Also, the use of mag-
netic plates boosts the press flexibility, as now very
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UAE based, Dubai PolyFilm announced signing an
MOU with major stakeholders in the Oman-based Al
Khaleejia polyFilm and polypropylene production
company to acquire 40% of its shares from Ali
Hassan and Abdul Karim Hassan and a number of
other shareholders at a price of 3.2 Omani Riyal per
share.

It also revealed its plans to buy the remaining
shares at the same rate from other shareholders at
a later stage. 

In line with acquisition plans, the UAE-based,
leading manufacturer of polypropylene films has
been provided authorization from the Muscat
Securities to buy up to 70% of Al Khaleejia's total
number of shares. 

Speaking on the deal, Rashid Saif Al Ghurair,
Dubai PolyFilm's Chairman remarked, 

'This carefully acquiring and purchasing deal falls
within our focused corporate strategy to be one of
the 10 major manufacturers of poly and polypropy-
lene products used in packaging worldwide.'

'The implementation of this significant deal will be
carried out in a phased manner with the mandatory
financial guarantees in place. The entire procedure
will be carefully audited and analyzed to minimize
risk and gain the necessary acceptance from regu-
latory authorities,' added Al Ghurair. 

Once the implementation of this major deal with Al
Khaleejia is over, Dubai PolyFilm will witness an
annual production capacity of over 100 thousand
tonnes through its 3 factories. 

Recently, Dubai PolyFilm had also acquired 95%
of TecnoPak, a leading packaging and bottling firm
pioneering in polyfilm production within Egypt and
Africa. 

Dubai Poly Film are manufacturers of Biaxially
Oriented Polypropylene (BOPP) Film. Currently,
Dubai PolyFilm has an annual production level of
80,000 tonnes and a turnover of US$ 120 million. Al
Ghurair Ltd. and SHUAA Capital own the leading
Polyfilm manufacturing firm, which is a limited liabil-
ity company registered in the UAE. 
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State-of-the-art technology for the cost-efficient
manufacture of cups and lids made of plastic. 

Wether you use the Kiefel KTR3, KTR4 or the top-
of-the-range KTR5 model, THERMORUNNER
automatic pressure forming machines combine
intelligent technology, perfect quality and optimum

production rates with low cost. 
Power plus, with forming area of up to 750 x 400

mm.The THERMORUNNER KTR 5 is the top-of-
the-range model of the THERMORUNNER series.
An increased forming area allows a larger number
of cavities to be handled. As a result of the higher
speeds of all movement sequences, the KTR 5 pro-
vides a considerable increase in output and an opti-
mum cost-efficiency of the investment made. 

The THERMORUNNER KTR 5 can run at up to
45 cycles a minute - dry-run -, depending on the
number of cavities in the forming tool. Optional con-
figurations are available for formed component
heights of 115 mm or 150 mm.

As each customer's needs are different, the
Series KTR automatic pressure forming machines
are designed on a modular basis. They can then be
expanded to meet requirements as they arise. A
perfect and production proven integration of the
innovative Mould & Matic stacking unit makes the
KTR 5 a reliable partner with a fascinating speed of
all operation sequences.
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The region's largest packaging
trade fair is set to present the
best that the industry has on
offer between 11 - 14 December
at Dubai's Airport Expo.
With every type of packaging
solution being exhibited, from
flexible to metal and PET to clo-
sures, Gulf Pack 2005 is the ulti-
mate pack-fest for all buyers of
packaging materials, machinery
and equipment. 

Features of the show include a
trade fair presenting over 300
exhibiting companies from
around the world, all keen to get
a slice of the region's fast grow-
ing packaging industry. There is
a free to attend Seminar and
Workshop programme where
valuable insights to the latest
industry trends will be presented. 

One of the most eagerly anticipated aspects of
this year's show will be a presentation by IMES, a
leading firm of management consultants, on the
dynamics of the consumer packaging market in the
UAE. The findings will offer visitors and exhibitors at
the show unique information about the market,
future trends and potential opportunities. 

Globally, according to statistics from the World
Packaging Organisation, (WPO), the industry is
estimated to be worth over US$485 Billion, with
modest growth at around 4%. The survey is poised
to underscore the fact that the UAE, and the region
as a whole, is one of the fastest growing markets in
the world with predicted double digit growth in a
number of categories, well above the mature
European and US markets. Testament to this
comes from one of the event's major exhibitors,
Crown. According to Francois Querrioux, Crown's
Dubai-based General Manager, "The region is one
of the fastest growing for our company, and through
recent investments in UAE, Saudi Arabia, Jordan
and Tunisia we have doubled our business in the
last three years to meet the continuing market
growth.' 

The research initiative is seen as a catalyst for the
formation of the Packaging Association, a UAE
based industry group being established by both
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international and local packaging organisations.
This has the endorsement of the WPO and follows
on from the visits made by the WPO to the UAE in
recent years. Notably, Gulf Pack initiated the dia-
logue with their Secretary General, Dr Carl Olsmats,
in the spring of 2004. According to Sharla Hancock,
Gulf Pack's Project Manager, 'the survey is some-
thing Gulf Pack is very proud to have led and
reflects on the effort and investment made by us in
establishing the link with them and their Asian
counter-parts, the APF'. 

The free to attend Seminar programme is led by
global-liquid food packaging giants Tetra Pak.
Specialist guest speakers will be flown in for the
event and interested delegates should register in
advance on the Gulf Pack website as numbers are
limited. 

According to Ms Hancock, the regional boom in
the retail sector has stimulated a lot of interest from
stores and supermarkets in Gulf Pack. 'With more
and more mega-malls and hypermarkets opening
their doors throughout the Gulf, our event offers a
number of unique solutions for their needs. 
With only weeks to go before the next edition of Gulf
Pack, the organisers encourage early pre-registra-
tion to avoid queues. The show is open daily from
11AM till 8PM and is taking place in the East Hall of
Airport Expo.
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sixteen hours a day, seven days a week. The 0.5
and 1.5 liter bottles are produced on the line run by

seven technicians trained on the technology by
Sidel. And customer satisfaction with the turnkey is
high: "We're very satisfied with the line yield, which
exceeds the 85% that we requested and are happy
with the choice of the Combi, which is a reliable,
easy-to-use system" comments Yousry M. Rouchdy,
Plant Director. After Peps-Cola tapped Ghadeer to
package its water under the Aquafina label, Sidel
installed a nitrogen injection system requested by
Pepsi to boost bottle strength.  Today, Ghadeer has
become one of the largest producers in the UAE
behind Masafi and Al Ain Mideral Water. The
company is not looking to diversify its offer to meet
demands of a growing market. Plans include an
upcoming launch of flavored water.
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In September the Austrian company Franz Haas
Waffel- und Keksanlagen-Industrie GmbH will cele-
brated its centennial.

Everything began on July 14, 1905, when master
locksmith Josef Haas was granted the license to
run a building fitting and machine fitting business in
Vienna. The building boom at that time brought
many orders and contributed to the positive devel-
opment of the locksmith workshop. His three sons
learned from him the locksmith trade and took over
the small company after qualifying as master crafts-
men in 1933.

In 1943, one of the sons, Franz Haas, got an
order to repair wafer irons used in the manufacture
of "Karlsbader Oblaten" (traditional flat round wafer
products) and other wafer products. He became
interested in wafer machines and developed new
concepts for the production of wafers. In 1948, he
built the first wafer machine designed by him.
Encouraged by continuous sales successes and
supported by his wife Maria Haas in commercial
matters, he realized systematically his technical
ideas for the manufacture of modern wafer produc-
tion lines.

In 1966, Franz and Maria Haas founded the com-
pany "Franz Haas Waffelmaschinen" and made it to
a reliable supplier of the wafer, biscuit and confec-
tionery industries in Austria and more than 120
countries on all continents. 

Today the business has developed into a global
group of companies managed by the children of

Franz Haas with the headquarters and main factory
in Austria and with subsidiaries in Germany, The
Netherlands, Czech Republic, USA, Brasil,
Singapore and Hong Kong. By strategic acquisition
of specialized companies, biscuit machinery and
aeration equipment were added to the original wafer
machinery program. 

Being now a worldwide leading manufacturer of
production lines for wafers, biscuits, ice cream
cones, wafer sticks, waffles and pancakes, Haas'
production program comprises batter, dough and
cream mixers, ovens, conditioners, cream spread-
ers, coolers, cutters, dough sheeters, gauge rollers,
biscuit moulding, cutting and sandwiching machines,
and aeration machines for the production of a wide
variety of products such as marshmallow, cakes,
biscuits, yoghurt or butter. The services offered
cover all stages from planning, design, production
and commissioning of turnkey plants to aftersales. In
addition, the in-house laboratory and testing facilities
provide technological support for developing new
recipes and products or for improving existing prod-
ucts. 

Continuous innovation, stringent quality standards
and attaching high importance on customer satisfac-
tion are the basis for the success of Haas, which will
continue on its way according to the corporate
maxim: 

Let us adhere to what is old if it is good,but
endeavor always to build anew on our historical
foundations.
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The combination of
high quality Dibba
water and reliable
equipment on a
turnkey line built by
Sidel has enabled the
Ghadeer Company to
meet Pepsi-Cola's
stringent criteria for
packaging its
Aquafina water. 

The tempting look
of a bottle of Dibba
pure natural mineral
water features the
mountains of
Fujairah on its shoul-
ders and a willowy
branch on its body. The
products is sold mainly in
supermarkets and gro-
cery stores in the United
Arab Emirates  as well as
in other Gulf nations.
Pumped from under-
ground, filtered and
ozonated, the water is
prized for its quality. That quality combined with
extremely reliable packaging equipment on a
turnkey line designed and installed by Sidel, locat-
ed in a plant that receives visitors from all over (as
far away as Czech Republic), has earned its pro-
ducer, Ghadeer Mineral Water, Pepsi-Cola's confi-
dence. Since 2004, Ghadeer has been packaging
some 260,000 bottles of water daily under two
labels: Dibba Water and Aquafina. 
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Originally, in 1999 Mr Al Ahli a supermarket chain
owner, sought to diversify by launching the
production and sale of mineral water. At the foot of
these arid mountains of Fujairah, about a hundred
kilometers from Dubai, the economic capital of the
UAE, Al Ahli began working with the Minister of
Agriculture on a project to drill and extract water.
Following hydrological studies, the water quality
was analyzed and certified in compliance with
health standards. This project too shape against the
backdrop of a rapidly growing nation of four million
inhabitants with nearly 11% annual growth in water
consumption. 

Sidel was chosen to pro-
pose plans for a building and
turnkey bottling line for still
wanter. Everything had to be
built from the ground up at a
site that was nothing more
than a stony field. In
Octeville, the Sidel
Packaging Systems team
handled the project engi-
neering design from A to Z,
including plans for a large,
ultra-modern plan (over
4,000 m2) built near the town
of Dibba, It also cosulted on
everything from the installa-
tion of water treatment facili-

ties to the laboratory, spare
parts, maintenancem piping,
electricity and wordflow. Sidels
objective was the build the
most ergonomic facility, the
most productive line and
ensure the highest quality fin-
ished product. The Sidel line is
equipped with a Combi 12, one
of the first models introduced

on the market, along with conveying, shrink wrapping,
case packing, palletizing, perform infeed, cap elevator,
elective cabinets and compressor equipment. Sidel's
design department created the bottle design based on
the specifications from Ghadeer, which called for moun-
tains to appear on the bottle. 
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Since 2000 the line has been blowing, filling and
packaging over 80 million bottles per year, running
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go to market model for our brand. Further, we have
been very impressed with the progress made by
this organization in terms of their 5 year strategic
vision, with superb consumer insight driving excel-
lent campaigns for their RANI, Barbican and Vimto
brands in 2005. We remain confident that the mar-
keting team will create the right mix of brand com-
munication activation to supplement the distribution
focus across the GCC and make Base a major suc-
cess in the region'. 

Although new to the industry, Base Concept Inc.
and Base Concept AML Limited managed to intro-
duce the Base products portfolio in Canada (distrib-
uted by Labatt) and France (distributed by InBev
Europe). Focusing on targeted consumer behavior
and needs, Base conducted an extensive survey
covering all isotonic and energy drinks available
today. Analyzing each and every product's
strengths and weaknesses as well as their compet-
itive advantages such as targeted consumer, color,
taste, ingredients, quality, supply chain, pricing,
packaging and side effects, Base Concept went
beyond all energy products in developing the ulti-
mate energy system for the targeted New
Generation. 

Base Concept is a company that specializes in
the conceptual development, creation and market-
ing of energy drinks, waters and functional foods
under the Base brand. As a true inventor of flexible
product concepts that cater to the varying tastes
and regulations of countries around the world, Base
Concept offers stylish, cutting-edge products to ath-
letes in both body and spirit, who crave vitality, per-
formance and maximum hydration. As well as the
Base energy drink, the company offers a full line of
high-performance waters, like Base energy water
available in three flavours, Base vitamin water and
Base recovery water. The company also offers a
range of expertly formulated functional foods, such
as Base protein bars for men and women, energy
bars and natural fruit bars in many flavours. All

Base products have been conceived of and created
by a team of ex-athletes and health professionals
dedicated to well-being in both body and spirit. 

Base uniquely combines natural plant extracts
(Guarana, Siberian Ginseng, Ginkgo Biloba, and
Echinacea) and fruit juices (Dewberry, Aronia, and
Cranberry) with the essential minerals contained in a
sport drink (sodium and potassium). In addition,
Base energy drinks and bars are the only energy
products available in the GCC market that do not
contain Caffeine and Taurine.
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The water companies OGEU, part of SEMO Group,
based in the Pyrenean mountains in the southwest
of France and OULMES, part of OLMARCOM Group
in Morocco have both started to
use the HEXACAP closure 28
mm closure for their still mineral
water range. This new HEXA-
CAP adapts on BPF and PCO
Pet neck finishes. This light-
weight closure is a one-piece
closure. The security of this
product has  been reinforced
thanks to its unique trumpet bore
seal and improved tamper evi-
dent band. Opening torques are
very comfortable for all age con-
sumers. Tightness performanc-
es are also increased to such
level that paletisation of bottles
is increased in security This
product is manufactured with
resins compatible with water or
aseptic filling applications. On
line application is easy up to high
filling speeds.The HEXACAP range is the latest gen-
eration of BERICAP lightweight flat caps for still
products. Today HEXACAP models fit the neck fin-
ishes from 26.7mm, 28mm, 30mm High Profile and
30mm Low Profile, 38mm. The HEXACAP 28mm is
manufactured in BERICAP FRANCE in our dedicat-
ed factory for beverage closures and the HEXACAP
range is available in many other BERICAP locations
worldwide.  
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The international exhibition for packaging and
packing, food processing, industrial logistics,
material handling will be held from February
14th to 18th 2006 together with Plast.

Ipack-Ima 2006 can already count on a
exhaustive variety of exhibitors, three months
to the official opening. Only a few areas are still
available in the pavilions of the new
Fieramilano center, which will host the exhibition. Up
to October 20th, over 1.200 exhibitors have sub-
scribed with a significant foreign participation, as is
IPACK-IMA's tradition, equal to 25% of the total.  

The exhibition's layout has been completely
redesigned in order to grant maximum visibility for
each product area and, consequently, maximum
convenience for visitors. 

This particularly challenging task has produced
an exhibitive path that exemplifies the concept of
"production cycle exhibition". Each business area
represents the specific production cycle for that
industry, from processing technologies to packaging

and materials.    For the Grain Based Food
area, for example, the process is represent-
ed starting from the milling industry, to the
specific packaging techniques for pasta,
bread, pizza and oven-baked products. The
same happens for beverage, all integrated
with solutions for packaging, materials,
packing, components, labelling, traceability

and industrial logistics.
This new exhibiting philosophy is feasible thanks

to the structure of the new Fieramilano exhibition
complex: ample pavilions, no columns, arranged in
rows along the main aisle, surmounted by the
famous crystal "sail", very suitable to represent
effectively the different area of interest within each
production cycle.  

The first international events to be hosted at the
new fairgrounds attest to the efficiency of the struc-
ture and logistics; moreover, by the time IPACK-IMA
2006 opens, the services will be well-oiled and the
connecting transportation will be fully functional.
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tremendous start to the 555 journey during 2005,
with revenue growth exceeding 30%. The team has
made a powerful effort to drive consumer satisfac-
tion through consistent product supply and quality,
powerful brand communication and activation,
which have seen our brands record strong improve-
ments on all brand health parameters'. 

The Aujan Industries / Base Joint Venture pro-
vides management control to the company. 'We are
committed to building powerhouse brands for the
youth generation, and we have a strong portfolio
which can satisfy this strategic thrust. The addition
of the Base Energy Portfolio will provide the compa-
ny with that added dimension to aggressively com-
pete for a bigger share of the youth market' says
Tolga Sezer, Marketing Director, Aujan Industries. 

At the signing, Ghaith Al Barazi and Karim
Chebaklo, Managing Partners, Base Concept Inc.
stated that they were delighted to have found an
ambitious partner to bring the Base range to the
GCC. 'The management, manufacturing and distri-
bution infrastructure at Aujan provides the perfect

Aujan Industries, the largest privately owned bever-
age company in the GCC has announced a joint
venture agreement with Base Concept AML Inc. for
the manufacturing and distribution of the Base
Energy Beverages and Confectionery portfolio
across the GCC.

'The addition of an energy beverage and confec-
tionery portfolio is the perfect complement to the
new age beverages business that we are building at
Aujan Industries' says Alex Andarakis, Chief
Executive Officer. 'We are pleased to have found a
potentially powerful brand to mark our entry into this
segment, which is characterized by powerful brand
activation, product sampling, and obsession with
the connection to youth and their respective
lifestyles.'

Aujan Industries, the makers of Rani, Barbican,
Vimto, and Hani, aim to double their turnover from
US$250m in 2004 to US$500m by 2009. Nine
months into the five year plan known as 555
(US$500m in 5 years with 5 brands), the company
is operating ahead of plan. 'We have made a
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those working in all the various sectors of flexible
packaging.

"The degree of innovation presented at Interpack
2005 - continues Andrea Fioravanti - is the fruit of a
marketing policy aimed at the specialisation and
enhancement of all the individual companies in our
Group and our wish to encourage synergy between
the planning and production departments located
on the different sites. Through Interpack, SPS
Italiana Pack System (PFM Group) confirmed its
position definitively as one of the leading compa-
nies in the world supplying installations for the
packaging of bars, layer cakes,
Swiss rolls and biscuits both
stacked in piles and packed on
edge".

Amongst the new ideas pre-
sented at Interpack, interest
and admiration were aroused
by the innovative "Scirocco
Super Long Dwell" which pro-
duces up to 200 packs per
minute in modified atmosphere
with the guarantee of com-
pletely hermetic seals. The
new "Super Long Dwell" seal-
ing system also provides
exceptional flexibility in the
shapes and sizes that can be
packed, as well as outstanding
sealing speed. This is the truly
innovative aspect of the
machine, recently redesigned
and improved to simplify clean-
ing and sanitation operations.
The new Scirocco is also
equipped with a robot fitted
with a video camera for the
identification of products which
arrive randomly and a special
demonstration belt which auto-
matically loads the products
and places them in an orderly
fashion.

Another success at Interpack
for the PFM Group was the
"Comet High Speed", a vertical
packaging machine with the
same sealing system as the
Scirocco "Super Long Dwell",

28

but adapted to work vertically producing up to 180
packs per minute. The "Comet" impressed visitors
with its exceptional technological features and the
precision of its construction: combined with the new
"MBP 14 head XM STEP IP 65 High Speed" multi-
head weigher, it produced up to 145 sweet packs per
minute.

Through these highly technological machines and
continuously investing resources in research and
development, the PFM Group have achieved excep-
tional results, confirmed by the extremely high num-
ber of visitors to the stand.
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Sympak Dairy Team is
Sympak Group technological
platform supplying complete
solutions for the dairy
industry, from raw material
processing to packaging
equipment, manufactured by
its member companies
Corazza, RC, Stephan
Machinery, Sympak Process
Engineering, and by its
partner Sordi Impianti.

At Sympak Dairy Team
booth # E82 at Gulf Pack
exhibition in Dubai next
December 11th-14th, visitors
will be given the opportunity
to see the new electronic
control Net Weight Filler
WFT12-188, suitable to fill
spreadable cream cheese
into jars, with a capacity up to
5.000 jar/hour (depending on
jar volume, that can range from 100 to 1.000 cm3).
The machine is entirely made of stainless steel and
is equipped with no-container/no-filling device and
with filling valves with laminar flow design, for a per-
fect filling with no foam or dripping.

In 2004 a high capacity machine of the same fam-

29
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ily, a Net Weight Filler WFT28-141, has been
installed at the new Almarai production facility in Al
Kharj (Riyadh - Saudi Arabia), with a throughput of
15.000 jar/hour.
Come and visit us on booth #E82: our staff will be
pleased to show you the equipment in operation!
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Excellent results for the PFM Group at the Interpack
Trade Fair in Dusseldorf.

The Group's management can certainly be proud
of the numbers flocking to the company stand in
pavilion 7a: "We are satisfied with the results we
have achieved at this important event: the two SPS
lines for biscuits and confectionery snacks, togeth-
er with the new Comet vertical packaging machine

and the horizontal Scirocco Super Long Dwell were
the most popular exhibits", declared Andrea
Fioravanti, sales manager for PFM.

The stand, which attracted crowds not only to see
the high levels of technology on display but also the
original stand layout designed specifically for the
occasion, brought together all 7 companies in the
industrial Group, thereby attracting the interest of
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care, and food & beverage applications.  With
the increasing volumes, the competitiveness of
two-stage technology becomes an important
advantage in terms of higher productivity as
well as of lower container weight, and the solu-
tion is Magplastic ringless neck technology.
This development consists of a patented roto-
conic™ loading system which can handle ring-
less neck preforms to give greater packaging
and design freedom, more elegant bottle
necks, and reduced material and operating
costs. This development enables Magplastic
standard SSB machines to blow bottles down
to 40ml with only minor customization. 
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	��������	�� Oriented caps command higher
prices. For this reason, Magplastic has
launched a new feature on its SSB-02 stretch
blow-moulding machine that allows blowing
containers with the neck threads always orient-
ed in the same position in relationship to the
container design. This is achieved with
extreme precision using standard performs
without the need for costly positioning notches.

To detergentPreferential heating has been
developed to produce containers that are not
just of better quality, but also with a greater
range of designs.  Preferential heating bal-
ances the hot and cold axes for more difficult
bottles, eliminating waste material. Extreme
bottle designs can be blown using this technol-
ogy on our SSB machines in order to maximise
package performance and increase process
flexibility while allowing for lower container
cost.
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Swiss blow-moulding special-
ist Magplastic, present world-
wide since 25 years with more
than 635 machines unveiled
new developments at the
world's largest PET/ beverage
Drinktec/PET Point exhibition,
in Munich, Germany enabling
new standards of efficiency
and ease of operation in linear
technology to be reached.
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� Magplastic showed a
PET packaging solution with
excellent barrier properties
required by juices and milk
based products, alcohol free beer, malt drinks. This new solu-
tion is based on easy-to-make monolayer PET bottle, eliminat-
ing the need for complex plasma-coating equipment and
expensive multi-layer preforms. 
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Through technological advances on both its machines and
process expertise, Magplastic enables its customers to
lower bottle weights and achieve raw material savings while
improving the mechanical performance of the bottle. As an
example, in 1997 already
Magplastic succeeded in
finding a solution for a 1.5
liter bottle for still water
with a weight of 27.5 gr
and an impressive 69 kgs
of top load 
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PET containers are expe-
riencing a growing
demand worldwide for
pharmaceutical, personal
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The concept of sterile filling has opened up new
avenues, making it possible to handle many
products previously considered unsuitable.
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Swiss blow moulding specialist, Magplastic, unveiled in the course of
2005 several innovations enabling new standards of efficiency and
ease of operation in linear technology to be reached. Their SSB range
of machines can handle outputs from 1âÄ™000 to 12âÄ™800 bp/h and
format from 40 ml to 5L of complex bottle designs.
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Product protection. Active packaging is one of the inno-
vative concepts that are being developed as an answer
to changing consumer desires and market trends. It
controls and reacts to conditions inside the packaging
in order to extend the shelf like of the product and  /or
improve its quality.

12 ������
��������
�������
�
��������������

This article highlights glass as a packaging
material and provides information about the dif-
ferent range of colors and composites in the
market place today. The article also profiles the
distinctive advantages and methods of manufac-
turing. 
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When palletizing containers as a unitized load
there are several factors which have to be taken
into account. The bottom container stacked on
top of each other. Vibration is one dynamic force
which can have a large impact on the condition
of the shipped goods. 
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In the field of bottle washing technology, new
developments for optimizing the process have
continually established themselves on the mar-
ket in the past. In this article the editor
describes the basic concept of conveying the
bottles  through treatment zones.
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